Plotting a Drawing to a good JPEG:

First open your drawing and set it to the layout or model space view you wish to plot. Be sure
that your layer settings are set they way you want them.

First start the plot

Select the “DWG To PDF Overwrite.pc3” this is a PC3 file that come with AutoCAD based
products. This particular has been modified to print with the Line overwrite settings on. Which
helps when printing a image with linework showing on top of it.
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Once selected complete the following three steps:
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3 Plot - Model x|
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1. Setthe Shaded viewport options “Quality” to Presentation. In most case this will really
not come into play unless you are using Shaded viewports, in your layout. | just want it
set here now so that | can save this set of settings for future use when printing a JPG
file.

2. Make all other plot settings like page size, scale and things like that just as you would if
you were plotting to a printer.

3. Select Properties.....

In the properties dialogue box we are going to make a view changes to, but keep in mind there
are many other settings here explore and use the help menu to gain knowledge of the other
settings available to you.

1. Location of the help. This help button will take you right to the help for this dialogue box.
The in CAD is great and very useful.

2. You may want to Save As... to create a new PC3 file of the new settings for future use.

3. Select the ® plus next to Graphics.
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In here is where you can find the Lines Overwrite setting | spoke of earlier. You can see that
it is currently set to Lines Overwrite.
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When the setting Lines Overwrite is set the display order of CAD objects matters a lot. See
the examples here:

With Lines Overwrite on

With Lines Merge on (or Lines Overwrite off). Note how the colors of the
objects blend together.

Now select Custom Properties

& Plotter Configuration Editor - DWG To PDF O¥erwrite x|

Generall Paorkz  Device and Docurnent Settings

% Dz Ta POF Owenarite. pe3 [
=- <7 Media
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Controls many of the settings in the PC3 file. Click the icon for any of
the nodes to view and chanoe the spedific settings. When you change
a setting, your changes appear in angle brackets (< =) next to the
satting name. A check mark is also displayed over the icon of the node

41 with a chanoed value.

—Access Custom Dialog

Prezs the following button to access the
device dnver-specifiic uzer-interface.
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Custam Properties. .
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In this Dialogue box you can change the settings that pertains to the printer this PC3 file
controls. This might be a good time to define a PC3 file.

The Plotter Manager is a window that lists plotter configuration (PC3) files for every non-
system printer that you install. Plotter configuration files can also be created for Windows®
system printers if you want to use default properties different from those used by Windows.
Plotter configuration settings specify port information, raster and vector graphics quality,
paper sizes, and custom properties that depend on the plotter type.

DWG To PDF Properties

~Wector and Gradient Resolution [dpi]

Yector resolution: (Custom vector resolution:
TR - e
Gradient rezolution: Custom aradient reselution
400 dpi 'I 200 dpi
~ Raster Image Resolution (dpi)
Color and grayscale resolution: Custom calor resalution
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Black and white resolution: Custom black and white resolution:
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~ Font Handling
" Caplure none " Capture some & Capture all

Edit Fort List: ™ As geometry

~ Additional Output Setting
IV Include layer information

¥ Open in PDF viewer when done

QK I Cancel Help |

In here | for this particular printer/plotter (the DWG To PDF.PC3 that comes with the
AutoCAD products) you can adjust a few things such as whether it opens the PDF viewer
when complete or includes the layer from the drawing. What | want to change here is the
resolutions. For this example | am going to change them to what is shown in the next image.
You will need to play with these to adjust them to suit your needs.

After setting the resolutions select OK.

DWG To PDF Properties ]
~ector and Gradient Aesolution [dpi]
Wector resolution: LCuston vecton resalution:
4800 dpi 'l |4DUDD dai

Custom gradient resolution:
200 dni

Gradient resolutior:

~ Raster Image Resalution (dpi) —4

Color and gravscale resoluti Ustern calor resolution;

4800 dpi 'l 200 dpi
Black and white resalution: [Custon black andwhite resolition:
Idl]l] dpi
~ Font Handling
"~ Capture none " Capture some " Caplure all

Edit ot List.. I™ s geometry

—Additional Output Setting
¥ Include laper infarmation

¥ Open in POF viswer when done

ak. Cancel Help
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Then select OK on the Plot Configuration Editor Dialogue box.

ﬁ Plotter Configuration Editor - DWG To PDF Over:

Gene[all Portz  Device and Document Settings |

&Y DWwG To PDF Ovenwite. pe3 -

&7 Media

201 Source and Size <Size: ANS! full bleed B [17.00 % 11.00 Inch
Graphics

?% Wector Graphics <Clrs: 16777216 [24-bit] colors> <Res: Defau

Dﬂ Merge Control <Lines Ovenwite:

154 Custom Properties

El;ﬁ User-defined Paper Sizes & Calibration

Custom Paper Sizes
Madify Standard Paper Sizes [Printable Area)

Filter Paper Sizes

Flntter Calibratinn hd
| | »

—Access Custom Dialog

Prezz the following button to access the
device diiver-specific user-interface.

=

| Custom Properties. .. I

Impat... | ¥ Save Az | Defaults |
ok |

Cancel | Help |

WJ

You will be prompted then to either one of the following;
e Apply changes for the current plot only. It does just what it says. It will not save
any of the made changes once you complete this plot.
e Save change to the following file. You can either overwrite the current file or give it
a new name here (basically doing a save as). Note if you overwrite this will affect any
drawing using this PC3 file for its plot settings well take on these changes.

In this example | am going to name it as shown so that | can use these setting again when
printing a PDF to convert to a JPG.

Once you selected the setting you want select OK.

| Changes to a Printer Configuration Fil

“'ou have made changes o a PC3 Printer Configuration File.

" apply changes for the current plot anl w

* Save changes to the following file:

IS:'\.-’-\EAD2D'I INPCADWG To POF Overwrite for JPGLpc3

r ]
& r Ok I Canc
- Y
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Now you are back to the Plot dialogue box. Select OK to plot.

L= Plot - Model

x|
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[ Plot offset {origin set to printable area)
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™ Plot upside-down

Preview... |

OF Cancel Help
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Apply ko Layout |

You will then be prompted for a location to save the PDF file and name the PDF file.
Do so and select Save.

L= Browse for Plot File

Save in: I = Temp

j S @ P Miews v Todke

Mame

| Date Madified

4]

| Size | Type

File narme:

ID wgTolpg Exarnple. pdf

Files of type:

|PDF {pa)

o

It will now create a PDF file and open the PDF Viewer.
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I am using Adobe Acrobat 8 Standard. From here you can go to the File pull down menu
and select Save As.

DwgTolpg Example.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Standard

Chrl+O

Organizer

31 Create PDE
‘3 Combine Files. ..

(& Stark Meeting. ..
&

| Save Chrl+5

* Save as Certified Docurment. ..
";5 Expoart

Attach ko Email, ..

Revert

Clase Chrl+w

Properties... Chrl+D

Prink Setup... Shift+CtrH-P
= Pt Chrl+p
[@ Hiskary

1 @\Ask the Experth TempiDwgTolpg Example . pdf
z @\, \Osprey Stad_Local-Model. pdf

3Ch. Ahttp_ Fwp.mt.gov.. .nsedraw_damage.pdf
4 @:\,...1To Create a Drawing Template, pdF

5 &, WCH 3 Mo 1 1c diagr. .. solution-Madel. pdf

Exit
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You will be now be prompted to select a location, a name and the file type for the Save As
command.

Save in; IE} Temp j 'J _? - '

% DwgTodpg Example. pdf \ 1

Desktop

My Documents

_ Type Adobe Acrobat Document
ile: Size: 941 KB
odlfled f23{2009 5:35 AM

Settlngs

File name: IDngqug Example.pdf Save I
Save &3 type: |Adobe PDF Files [*.pdf) Cancel
Adobe PDF Files (% pdf]

Encapsulated F'ostSc:npt [*.epz) y
* htmn,” htrrl] 1

Rich Text Format [*.itf]
Text [Accessible] [ tat])
Text [Plain] [*.t=t]

TIFF [*.hf.".tiff)

HML 1.0 "6l

Select location

Select name

Opens file types

Note you can also select a Tif file format.
Select JPG file type

Select Save.

ogukrwNE

You will now see a JPG file in the folder you selected.

File Edit WYiew Favorites Tools  Help

O -0 9 o roses | 13 (3 X 9| -

Address I&} Gilask the ExpertiTemp

{
,/,:) Seatch

X i

Folders ) oJpg mple.jpg| ~ DwgTolpg Example, pdf

@ Desktop = 1] Adobe Acrobat Docurment
@ My Documents = adobe| P42 KE

= & Iy Computer

[+ e | gl Mjsle

It is complete sound like a long drawn out process but once you have the PC3 set and
saved it can be done in a couple of minutes.
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Here is a screen capture of the Image summary within the file properties. | thought that
you might be curious to see this information.

General Summary |
Propert: | Yalue |
Image
[ width 5100 pixels
[ Height 3300 pixels
[ Hotizonkal Resclution 300 dpi
[ vertical Resolution 300 dpi
[ it Depth 24
[ Frame Count 1
Description
L& Title
& subject
[ keywords
¥ Comments
Origin
& author
<< Simple |
K | Cancel | apply |

There are many ways to accomplish this task using similar methods. Some of the other
methods you can explore are;

SnaglIT from Techsmith: It allows you to create high quality screen shot plus it has an

image printer. | use the SnaglIT for screen captures all the time, but | have never used its
image printer. SnaglT is a great little program to have over ever it is not a free program |
think it cost me something like $45 but don’t quote.

CutePDF Writer: This is another PDF writer that has a little different set of settings
available to it than the DWG to PDF.PC3. It is also a shareware program. You would
also need to find a shareware program to convert he PDF to a JPG there out there.

PrintKey: Is | believe shareware screen capture software that works really well.

| am sure there are a lot more out there like these but these are the ones | have used in
the past. Right now the methods | have just shown seem to work the best for me.
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